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MALMESBURY and DISTRICT GARDEN CLUB 

March/April NEWSLETTER 2017 

www.malmesburygardenclub.org.uk 

 

Chair and Secretary – Ellie Church 

Contributions for the Newsletter may be sent to the Editor: argoodall1952@hotmail.co.uk 

  

 
 

JOTTINGS FROM THE CHAIR . . . .  

The weather has been very cold and February is the most likely time for us to have snow.  A look in the 
garden or in the woods shows the snowdrops are in bloom.  I always feel that is a promise of spring and 
warmer days ahead.  We shall soon be planting our seeds.  I always find waiting for the heads to pop 
quite exciting.  It is only a few months until our Plant Sale, when all donations of plants and cakes will 
be welcome.  We would also like volunteers to help with the stall.  Graham is the man to see. 

Ellie Church – Chair  

 

 

2017 SUBSCRIPTIONS REMINDER . . . .      

Approximately half the membership have paid their subscription to date. 

If you have yet to pay please see the renewal notice at the end of this newsletter. 

 

Thank you,  Sean O’Shea (Treasurer) 

 

 
 

MALMESBURY GARDEN CLUB’S 

ANNUAL PLANT SALE 

SATURDAY 27 MAY 2017 
The Annual Plant Sale is our main fundraising activity of the year, and we look for your 
support to make it a profitable day. 

We will do our best to sell any plants you care to donate; the more plants you have it will enable the club to keep 
to a profitable budget.  

There is usually a good demand for bedding plants (begonias, petunias, marigolds) also vegetables (cabbage, 
cauliflower, Brussels sprouts etc).  It is a great help if you can name your pants and also give their height when 
fully grown.  Donations of cakes are also very welcome. 

We will be setting up the Market Cross at approx. 6.30 a.m. 

If you need help in transporting your plants, please let me know on the Thursday 25th Friday 26th May. 

If you grow we can sell it! 

Graham Rees, Plant Sale Organiser, 01666 823093 

 

http://www.malmesburygardenclub.org.uk/
mailto:argoodall1952@hotmail.co.uk
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MEETINGS – EVENTS – ACTIVITIES  

 

Monday 13 March 2017 

7.30pm in the Charlton Village Hall 

‘So you think you know Gladiolus’ 

Gill Hazell 

Gill has spoken to us before on sweet peas and unusual 

bulbs. She runs her own company, Great Western Gladiolus. 

 

Monday 10 April 2017 

7.30pm in the Charlton Village Hall 

‘Gardening with and for Wildlife’ 

Victoria Logue 

Victoria spoke to us in spring 2014 on ‘Extending the 

flowering season without replacing all your plants’. She runs 

a small nursery selling interesting and unusual hardy 

herbaceous plants.  

 

Saturday 27 May 2017 

The Market Cross 

Annual Plant Sale 

 

Saturday 29 July 2017 

Charlton Village Hall 

Annual OPEN SHOW 

 

 
 
 

 

 

Tasks for March/April 

 

 Plant out early sown sweet peas 

 Cut back winter flowering heathers 

 Cut back autumn flowering shrubs, fuchsias, 

 buddlejas, etc. 

 Sow half hardy annuals 

 Prune bedding roses, hybrid teas and 

floribundas 

 Spray roses against black spot 

 Spray fruit trees with spring spray 

 Put slug bait around tender plants, delphiniums 

etc. 

 Complete planting of lilies 

 Apply general fertilizer to the borders 

 Sow under cloches early carrots and lettuce 

 Sow herbs under glass: basil, coriander, etc. 

 Plant onion sets, potatoes 

 Sow wrinkled peas 

 Sow late summer cabbage and leeks 

 For April: sow Brussels sprouts, kale, etc. 

 

___________________________________________________________ 

A REQUEST FOR GREENHOUSE SPACE . . . . 

The club has ordered some plug plants for the Plant Sale on 27 May.  

I will transplant them on into 24-segment trays, but may need some extra shelf space 
for them afterwards.  If anyone has a frost-free greenhouse or cold frame that can 
accommodate some plants until 27 May it would be much appreciated. 

Graham, Tel. 823093 
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___________________________________________________________ 

SOME NOTES FROM DEREK . . . . . 

 

Show schedules  
The Schedule of 
the classes for 
your Summer 
Show is now 
printed – 
members who 
receive their 
Newsletters via 
the Internet will 

be able to see the full schedule and print it 
whenever they want to have a hard copy.  Having 
your show programme early has the advantage that 
you will be able to decide what classes you feel you 
would like to enter and you have plenty of time to 
decide what you want to do.  But . . . please 
remember where you put your copy of the schedule 
if, like me, you like to put it somewhere safe – so 
safe that you forget where!  The important thing to 
note right away is the date – Saturday 29 July.  Later, 
if you need another schedule or you have a friend 
who you think might be interested, there are some 
spare copies.  Looking through the schedule you will 
see we have two competitions for children, a garden 
made in a seed tray and a creature made from fruits 
or vegetables.  We just hope that the inclusion of 
these two competitions will encourage some young 
people to become interested in gardening.  I'm sure 
many of you started by having a tiny patch of garden 
to yourself – sadly, very few children today have had 
the pleasure of 'shucking' peas and eating a few 
from the pod, or even in recent times, going to PYO 
strawberries and other fruits. 

We can't put the clocks back, but we can try to 
encourage the youngsters. 

Thanks 
I know members understand that things don't just 
happen when we arrange a Show.  Judges have to 
be confirmed, new sets of Prize Cards printed – 
always with a different design for those who like to 
keep their awards – the work in preparation has to 
be done in the hope that we get a good spring, 
plenty of good flowers and vegetables, and chiefly 
the active support of you, our members.   

 

 

Monthly talks 
When I look at the subject of our monthly talk, I 
often wonder if I am really going to find it 
interesting.  I really wasn't sure about our talk on 
Lacock Abbey, but what an interesting evening it 
turned out to be.  I'm sure an enthusiastic speaker 
helps and I will 
visit Lacock 
again with 
renewed 
interest.  We 
are very 
fortunate that 
most of our 
speakers are 
excellent.  

 

The Good Old Days 
I found an old RHS bronze medal hidden in a drawer.  
It was an RHS medal which we used to present to 
Cup winners in our show.  These medals were 
supplied by the Carnival Committee to our Club.  
This was when we had a 90ft long tent in the 

primary school 
grounds – in the 
days before H & 
S – we had 
children racing 
around the field 
in donkey races, 

several dozen dogs in the show on the children's 
playing field and, if this wasn't enough for the PC 
people, the funfair took over the Cross Hayes for a 
week, some caravans didn't move off for days 
afterwards!  And on the last night of the funfair, we 
had an official Carnival booth set up beside the chip 
shop, selling large bags of confetti which was 
thrown everywhere in the Cross Hayes!   

 

Derek Tilney 

 

  



Page | 4  
 
 

 

      

 FROM THE GARDEN by KEITH  
 

 

 

Comments from the garden . . . . 

What a job in the largest of my gardens I look after!  
The large main house has many climbing plants 
growing up the walls to the guttering.  On arriving at 
work I was met with the sight of one of the climbers 
which covered 30ft more or less all on the gravelled 
courtyard. 

Hanging baskets and tubs . . . . 

For some years now varieties of 
hanging basket and tub plants 
have increased tenfold.  Some 
beautiful hybrids of common 
plants have been raised, 
including Senorita Rosalita, a 
cleome hybrid.  It has small 4-
petalled pink flowers from May 
to September.   Also Petini, a 

trailing petunia hybrid with small pink flowers with a 
dark blue vein.  Although all these new varieties of 
tub plants can give you a beautiful and different 
display,  the more common of tub plants, such as 
fuschias, begonias, petunias, lobelia and geraniums, 
still need a place.  With so many types of tub plants 
in many colours, you can mix and match or have 
tubs or baskets of just one colour in a number of 
shades.  Last year I filled a large ceramic tub with 
plants that were predominantly blue, mauve and 
lilac, with a little silver mixed in.  The plants I used 
were:   
Helichrysum var. microphylla (small silver leaves),  
Isotoma var. auxilaris (star-shaped blue-mauve flowers – 
central plant), 
Brachyscome (blue daisy like flowers – central plant). 
Convolvulus var. sabatius (clear blue trumpet flowers – 
trailing), 
Scaveola var. fandancer (fan-shaped blue-lilac flowers – 
trailing), 
Felicia (small pale blue flowers – central plant). 

Smaller tubs can be just as colourful.  Pink and white 
can be quite effective: bacopa, a central or edging 
plant comes in both pink and white; the flowers are 
small and 5-petalled.  Nemesia also flowers well, 
again coming in a number of shades of pink and 
white (central plant).  Diascia also has pink and 
white varieties with numerous small flowers 
(trailing). Verbena var. aztec has a profusion of pale 
pink blooms, and a mounded, semi-trailing form. 

Hanging-basket plants have just as many varieties to 
choose from. Lobelia hybrids include waterfall var. 
white sparkle & Richardii, which has flowers of pale 
mauve with a white eye; both are very vigorous.  
Bidens is a plant I use in both baskets and tubs; the 
variety ‘golden flame’ is good but there are many 
others, all with yellow daisy-like flowers (trailing).  
Nepeta, a trailing variety, has variegated  green and 
white aromatic leaves.  Lastly, Lysimachia var. 
nummularia or Creeping Jenny, although good as a 
ground cover, its bright golden foliage and yellow 
flowers make quite a dramatic effect (trailing).  Most 
of the plants I have mentioned I have found at 
Foxley Road Nursery.  

 

Keith’s choice plant . . . . 

Osteospermum:  
daisy-like flowers in 
a number of colours, 
including white, 
mauve, red and 
yellow.  Ideal for 
tubs.  Plant in full 
sun, dead-head to encourage more flowers.  

Pests paradise . . . .  

Moles:  troublesome in both spring and autumn, not 
everyone is troubled by these, but when you are 
they can make your lawn very unsightly.  Various 
forms of eradication are available: traps, smokes 
and windmills on sticks (vibration deterrent).  The 
latest deterrent, and one I have found very effective, 
is the bulb Allium var. moly (the golden garlic), 
planted a foot apart and in double staggered rows 
wherever the moles are entering your lawn, or if 
your lawn is a small one all around the edge of the 
lawn.  

Plants to enjoy in March/April  

Crocus, bergenia, forsythia, ribes, (flowering currant), 
magnolia stellata, pulmonaria, anemone blanda, brunnera 
microphilla, tulips in variety, narcissi in variety. 
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FROM THE VEGETABLE PLOT by KEITH 
 

 

 
Comments from the veg plot . . . .  

Chopping up all spent vegetable matter and adding 
a small amount of grass clippings and kitchen waste 
and non-seeding weeds from the garden will make 
good compost.  

Herbs – Basil . . . .  

I last wrote about herbs 
in the newsletter in 
January 2012, when I 
covered most herbs.  
Growing a number of 
herbs for kitchen use, I 
have noticed several 
new basil varieties, new 
to me that is.  Basil 

Bush is one I have grown for a number of years.  It 
has medium-sized leaves with a clove scent.  This 
variety is grown easily from seed, and if you buy a 
plant pinch out the growing tips for a bushier plant.  
This is the variety I have grown with my tomato 
plants so ending the spraying for whitefly.  It is also 
one of the best for making pesto.  The purple-leaved 
or red basil has the same flavour as other basils, 
leaves are of a good size and add colour to a salad.  
Basil var. Aristotle is a Greek variety.  Used 
throughout Europe, it grows as a small mound with 
hundreds of small aromatic leaves.  Lemon basil is 
used widely in oriental dishes, its narrow leaves and 
white flowers are also good added to salads; this is 
one to grow on your windowsill.  Sweet basil has the 
largest leaves.  It is good for making pesto and with 
egg dishes.  

A few new herbs (to me that is), include Russian 
tarragon.  It is a little hardier than French tarragon 
but without the intense flavour and fragrance.  
Curled chervil has an aniseed flavour with fern-like 
leaves.  It is good to flavour roasts, casseroles and 
fish.  Red orach, or French spinach, has medium-
sized purple leaves and is very attractive when 
added to 
salads.  
Cook 
mature 
leaves as 
for 
spinach, 
(pinch out 
as they 
grow).  

Seasonal  activities . . . . .  

With the season beginning to gather pace the 
sowing of seeds in both the greenhouse and garden 
frames can now begin.  Early potatoes can be set up 
in trays in a dark frost-proof place and when small 
shoots appear can be planted earlier in frames than 
open ground.  I always start my onion sets and 
shallots in trays of compost.  When planting out they 
have a good root system so preventing the birds 
from pulling them out of the ground.  Many types of 
vegetable seeds can now be sown in the open 
ground, weather permitting.  Just a few tips to help 
you along: plant short rows of salad leaves, spring 
onion and beetroot at two to three week intervals.  
If you grow sweet corn, plant in short rows, 18ins 
between plants and rows, so helping with 
pollination.  It’s a good idea to grow your carrots 
next to your onions as this helps to prevent carrot 
root fly.  I have been suffering with aphids (whitefly) 
on curly kale for a number of years so this year I am 
sowing marigold seeds below the plants.  As with 
the basil between the tomato plants, whitefly do not 
like the smell of marigolds.  Marigolds will keep the 
aphids away as the kale grows, so preventing aphid 
eggs from being laid on the kale leaves.  Basil works 
well in a confined space (greenhouse) but outside 
there is too much air circulation.  

Keith’s choice vegetable . . . . 

Cavolo nero:  
also known 
as black kale, 
black 
cabbage, 
Tuscan kale 
or by its 
Italian name 
lacinato or 
nero de Toscana.  A member of the brassica family.  
Long dark green, almost black leaves rise up about 
18ins.  Pick like spinach.  This variety has a rich taste 
and can be used in soups, stir fries and as an 
accompaniment to main meals.  

No vegetable nightmares . . . .  

Clubroot:  sometimes only showing when plants are 
mature, roots become swollen and distorted.  
Foliage turns pinkish and wilts.  A soil-borne disease 
is responsible and can remain in the ground for up 
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to 20 years.  It seems all help from the chemical 
industry has disappeared.  Always grow your 
brassicas (cabbage etc) on a new piece of ground 
each year.  If the symptoms appear, remove plants 
immediately.  Improve soil and drainage, add lime to 
deter the pathogen (bacteria), remove fallen leaves 
and raise your own plants when possible. 

 

Some vegetables to enjoy in 
March/April 

Brussels sprouts, curly kale, savoy cabbage, Jerusalem 
artichokes, turnips, swede, parsnips, leeks, spinach, Swiss 
chard.   
From store: carrots, onions, shallots, potatoes, cooking 
apples, marrows. 

 
 

Further details of these open gardens can be found in the ‘Yellow 
Book’ or on the NGS website: http://www.ngs.org.uk/gardens/find-a-
garden.aspx 

 

 

Sunday 19 March 
FONTHILL HOUSE, Tisbury, SP3 5SA 

Sunday 26 March 
ALLINGTON GRANGE, Allington, Chippenham, 
SN14 6LW 

Sunday 9 April 
CORSHAM COURT, Corsham, SN13 0BZ 

Saturday 22 April 
JOB’S MILL, Five Ash Lane, Crockerton, Warminster, 
BA12 8BB 

 

Sunday 23 April 
COTTAGE IN THE TREES, Tidworth Rd, Boscombe 
Village, nr. Salisbury, SP4 0AD 

IFORD MANOR, Lower Westwood, Bradford-on-
Avon, BA15 2BA 

 OARE HOUSE, Rudge Lane, Oare, nr. Pewsey, 
SN8 4JQ 

STOURHEAD GARDEN, Stourton, Warminster, 
BA12 6Q  

 

 
 

Grow it . . . cook it . . . eat it . . . !  

Recipes 

 

Rhubarb Crumble Cake  from Ellie 

Ingredients 

250g golden caster sugar, plus 1 tbsp 
2 tsp vanilla extract 
300g plain flour, plus 7 tbsp 
1 tsp ground cinnamon 
250g butter (softened) 

5 large eggs 
2 tsp baking 
powder 
300g rhubarb, washed, trimmed and finely sliced 

 

Method 

1. Heat oven to 160
o
C/140

o
C fan/gas 3.  Grease and line the base and sides of a deep 20cm round cake tin with 

a little of the butter and baking parchment.  Put the butter, 250g sugar and vanilla into a big mixing bowl.  
Beat with an electric whisk until light and fluffy. 

2. Beat in the eggs, one by one, then fold in the 300g flour and baking powder.  Spoon out 85g of the batter, and 
stir the extra 7 tbsp flour and cinnamon into this with a cutlery knife so it becomes crumbly. 

3. Fold the rhubarb into the rest of the cake batter and scrape into the prepared tin.  Scatter over the crumble 
mix followed by 1 tbsp sugar.  Bake for 1 hr 15 mins, until a skewer poked in comes out clean – you’ll need to 
lay a sheet of foil on top after an hour if the cake is browning too much.  Cool for 15 mins in the tin, then 
finish on a wire rack. 

Recipe from bbcgoodfood.com, February 2013 

http://www.ngs.org.uk/gardens/find-a-garden.aspx
http://www.ngs.org.uk/gardens/find-a-garden.aspx
http://www.bbcgoodfood.com/search/recipes/date/1359676800
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Editor’s postscript . . . . 

There is just still time to visit a snowdrop garden.  I recently went to 
Colesbourne and it was looking lovely – not just carpets of snowdrops in all 
their subtle variety, but hellebores, winter aconites and vibrant magenta 
Cyclamen coum.  It was well worth the visit.  

Alison 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Membership Subscriptions 

Subscriptions for 2017 are now due and may be paid:-   
a)  at monthly meetings 
b)  by posting in the Club Post Box at the E & S Hardware Store in High Street, Malmesbury 
c)  by posting to Sean O’Shea, Redlands, West End, Brinkworth, Chippenham SN15 5DA. 
 
PLEASE SECURE CASH/CHEQUE IN AN ENVELOPE WITH THIS FORM. 
 
Enclosed:  £7.00 (single membership)   £10.00 (joint membership)  

 

Name………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

Address………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Telephone number………………………………………...          

Email address……………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Thank you 

Sean O’Shea (Treasurer) 

 

 


